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Where Can 1 Join? 


Where can I join the Labour Party? 
Probably to hear this question repeated 
a few times would take away the breath 
of most Labour secretaries. Yet we 
recently had the unusual experience of 
having the query addressed to us twice 
within a week in two widely separated 
parts of the country. On the first 
occasion we had fallen into conversa- 
tion with a railway porter at a small 
surburban station and asked him how 
Labour was progressing locally. The 
answer was in most respects gratifying. 
There was already a Labour M.P., 
local elections had been won, and 
several big speakers had lately visited 
the Division. But our friends didn’t 
know anything about the Local Party. 
It held meetings and fought elections, 
but he didn’t know its Headquarters, 
the name of the secretary or even the 
name of any official of the Party. He 
himself was an active spirit in his 
Trades Union; he would be quite will- 
ing to join the Local Party, but no one 
had ever asked him to do so, and he 
had no idea where to apply. 


Three or four days later we were sit- 
ting in a market town tea room shelter- 
ing from a cold blast while awaiting the 
hour of meeting. There is nothing like 
a bitterly cold day and a cheerful fire- 
side for breaking down reserve, and 
‘presently we fell to talling politics with 
a young man and his wife obviously 
of the ‘“‘superior’? working class type, 
and who it appeared hailed from a town 
six miles away. The wife was emphati- 
cally Labour and the husband hardly 
less so. But once more these people 
didn’t know the Party secretary or any- 
body in the Party who could accept 
their membership. They were chapel 
folk and had come in close contact with 
‘a 'revived Liberal body, but their sym- 
pathies were Labour, although the 
‘husband was not a Trade Unionist, nor 
apparently did he know a Trades Union 
he could join. 


All this set us thinking. In number 
one instance we knew the M.P., we 
knew the Party, and we knew its activi- 
ties. Passing from the station where the 
railway man was willing to join, posters 
were still on the walls announcing a 
Mass Meeting for the previous Sunday. 
But sure enough there was no address 
of the Party and not a single local 
name on the bill. We visited the local 
Labour office that day. It was in a 
back street and naturally on the top 
storey. A man must choke himself to 
read whatever appeared in their win- 
dows. We asked if any literature was 
ever issued giving the address of the 
Party or the address of the ward secre- 
taries. As we suspected, nothing had 
been done like this for three or four 
years; it had never occurred to the 
chairmen at public meetings when 
appealing for members to say just where 
people could join the Party, or to whom 
they should apply. 

Number two instance was even more 
surprising. A batch of election litera- 
ture had come to hand trom this town 
not a month ago and curiosity led us 
to turn up the election address. To 
our amazement not a single item of 
election literature bore the address of 
the Party or the officers of the Party. 
And we wonder how many people there 
are who want to join the Labour Party 
and who don’t know where to do it? 
The moral is an obvious one. 


Maps: A Useful Tip, 

We are frequently asked where 
agents or secretaries can procure maps 
of their constituencies. The simple 
answer is of course at any stationer’s 
shop, as the Ordnance maps give all 
the boundaries, and such distinctive 
marking as is. desirable is a matter 
well within the capabilities of any aver- 
age secretary. Recently we were inter- 
ested to note that Mr. E. J. Alford, 
who. is the agent in the Truro Division 
of Cornwall and who acted as election 
agent in the present St. Ives By-elec- 
tion, used on his letterheads a_ block 
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outlining the boundaries of his con- 
stituency and of the various polling dis- 
tricts and Divisions within it. This 
struck us as being very effective, and as 
possessing an obvious value in organ- 
ising. In the case of St. Ives By-elec- 
tion, it served to emphasise both the 
scattered nature of the constituency and 
bring to mind those places which needed 
attention. In response to a line of 
enquiry from us Mr. Alford kindly 
writes : 

“The Ordnance Survey Department 
publishes a map giving the boundaries 
of Parishes, Rural Districts, Urban 
Districts and Parliamentary Divisions. 
This map for the County of Cornwall 
is sold at 4/6. 

“On being asked by Head Office to 
act as agent for the recent By-Election 
at St. Ives, I fastened this map with 
drawing pins to a large sheet of card- 
board with a sheet of carbon paper 
between the two surfaces. 

“Using a plain-pointed style, I 
traced over the boundaries thus trans- 
ferring the map to the cardboard with- 
out disfiguring the map itself. I then 
inked the tracing over with liquid 
‘Indian ink, added the parish names, 
the polling district index letters and the 
number of registered electors in each 
area. The large card was then sent to 
the blockmakers with instructions to 
reduce to the size required. The whole 
thing can be done for any constituency 
in a couple of hours. 

“Tt is hardly necessary to point out 
the great advantages. A fresh speaker 
wants to know where he is to speak. 
With his instructions a copy of the note 
heading is supplied with the places he 
is to speak at marked with a X. 

““A large scale (1 inch) road map is 
pinned to ihe wall in the Committee 
Room which he can then consult with 
his marked memo. 

“In addition to this the map, in the 
hands of local officials, gives them an 
idea of the relative importance of their 
own particular corner of the  con- 
stituency.’’ 


A Money-Raising Wrinkle. 

In these days when Local Parties are 
not only seeking through individual 
membership a more satisfactory per- 
manent basis tor their income, but are 
exploring all sorts of other avenues for 
money-raising in view of the coming 
General Election, it becomes of special 
interest to note what other Parties are 


doing. A happy idea of several Parties 
is to obtain a ‘‘number”’ at the local 
Co-operative Stores and to ask members 
to give that number in respect of, at any 
rate a percentage, of their purchases. 
In this way dividend accumulates and 
if any considerable number of members 
loyally carry out the plan a substantial 
nest-egg is soon accumulated. We re- 
produce the following circular of the 
Watford Divisional Labour Party as 
illustrating the plan and a means by 
which it is made known to one’s mem- 
bers. Incidentally, there is no address 
of the Party! 
WATFORD DIVISIONAL LABOUR 
PARTY 
13,000 
To All Members and Friends in the 
Watford Area 
DeEAR COMRADE. - 

As a means of adding to the funds 
of the Party, we have taken out a 
share in the Watford Co-operative 
Society, Limited, in the names or the 
President and Secretary. 

Tue Lasour Party NUMBER IS 13,000 

We ask you to spend at least One 
Shilling per week at the local depots of 


the Co-operative Society, or at the 
undermentioned shops where the Co- 


operative Society’s checks are issued. 
By using the Labour Party’s Number of 
13,000 you will add to the Funds of the 
Party by 
declared from time to time. 

The Branches of the Society are :— 
Central—144-162 St. Albans Road 
70-72 Market Street 67 Queens Road 
West Watford—269-271 Whippendell 
Road 
Oxhey—Pinner Road 

Butchers : 
W. Buckingham and Co., 223 St. 
Albans Road 
FE. J. Seear & Co., 71 Vicarage Road 
A. E. Good, 159 St. Albans Road 
W. Barker, 9 Chalk Hill, Oxhey 
R. W. Smith and Son, Hilton House, 
Garston 
Laundry at the depots of the Watford 
Steam Laundry: 
5 Queens Road 
164 St. Albans Road 
Sydney Road 
33a Chalk Hill, Oxhey 
The new Dairy Department at the 
Co-operative Society is proving itself an 
unqualified success. Ask at your local 
depot for the Milkman to call on you. 
Remember the Number when you 
Shop, 13,000 


the Dividends which are 
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Remember you are helping to build up 
a strong Labour Party. 
Make This Known Amongst 
Your Friends 
Yours sincerely, 
H. J. Bripcer, President 
H. Horwoop, President of the 
Watford Trades Council 
and Labour Party 
A. D. HeEwtett, 
General Secretary 
C. A. WESTON, 
Honorary Treasurer 


Please 


Bricks Without Straw. 


With the General Election marching 
relentlessly on it is surprising that 
some Parties do not realise the urgency 
of providing adequately for the neces- 
sary clerical: work involved in organis- 
ing work. How long is the Movement 
going to expect agents and secretaries 
to make bricks without straw? We 
Iknow of numbers of agents struggling 
on without typewriter, duplicator or 
office equipment of any kind, leave 
alone office accommodation. And the 
number of Divisional and other busy 
secretaries who still laboriously hand- 
write their notices, circulars and corre- 
spondence is simply legion. We believe 
that in many cases it is not a matter 
merely of money, but a question of 
appreciation of the importance of up- 
to-date equipment and methods. What 
would one think of a business firm of 
any repute whose letters were hand- 
written or the firm which never circu- 
larised because the boss was too mean 
to buy a duplicator? Up-to-date organ- 
isation and modern electorates do 
actually make demands of an extensive 
clerical nature, and the Party which 
remains blind to this thing will never 
make satisfactory progress. 


We are asked to announce that the 
London Labour Publications, Ltd., of 
262 Westminster Bridge Road, S.E.1, 
a company closely connected with the 
London Labour Party, have recently 
published a marking-off sheet for elec- 
tion committee room work. The price 
is 3/- per dozen. The use of marking- 
off sheets is referred to this month in 
our article on ‘Preparation for the 
General Election.” 


Owing to pressure of space several 
interesting articles are again leld over 
till next month. 


| 
| 
| 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 


Below is a list of articles con- 
tained in sundry baclx copies of 
the *‘L.O.”” We have in hand 
only a few copies of each num- 
ber, but for the sum of 1/- we 
will send post free to any reader 
a selection of any six numbers. 


ORDER TO-DAY—OR BE TOO LATE ! 


How Registration Work is Done. 
The Rights of Individuals’ and 
Affiliated Members. 


That Rural Area. 

Instructional Literature 
Workers. 

Libelling a Labour Candidate— 
#200 Damage—Full Report of 
Trial. 

The Agent’s Position in Local 
Elections. 

Organising Villages for Labour. 

How to Win a Rural Con- 
stituency. 

Running a Monthly Newspaper. 

An Explanation of Revision 
Courts. 

The Morals of Canvassing. 

Cultivating a Backward Area. 

Telling the Tale in Print. 

How to Run a Speakers’ Class. 

Selecting a Candidate. 

Maps and Elections. 

Canvass Specialists. 

The Preparation and Marking of 
Canvass Cards. 

The Organising of Propaganda. 


For 


How to Raise Money — the 
Barrow Scheme. 
What an Agent Should Know 


About Printing. 

The Preparation of Envelopes for 
Election Purposes. 

Wanted—A New Corrupt Prac- 
tices Act. 

Notes on the Conduct of Open- 
Air Meetings. 
Hints on Bazaars 

Raising. 
How Secrecy is Maintained in the 
Polling Booth. 
Refreshments to Workers. 
Can Labour Win Without 
Middle Classes ? 
A Judge on Banners. 


and Money 


the 


1/- for 6 SEND TO-DAY 


Y 
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AS LABOUR AGENT 


Leaves From the Log of an Old Campaigner. 


Our readers will join us in con- 
gratulating Mr. Sam Hague, J.P., of 
Bilston, Wolverhampton, who on the 
3rd June will complete 25 years’ ser- 
vice in the Party in the capacity of 
Labour Agent. Mr. Sam Hague is the 
oldest agent in the Party, though young 
in spirit and virile in action. 


For many years Mr. Hague was 
agent at Gorton, Manchester, and he 
transferred to Bilston in 1923. Mr. 


Hague has the unique record of having 
taken part in over too by-elections, 
besides conducting other Parliamentary 
elections in a number of constituencies. 
Only on one occasion where he has 
been in charge of a contest has hk 
known what it was to suffer defeat, 
but even on that occasion within 12 
months he succeeded in reversing the 
position at the next election. 

We recently had the pleasure ol 
hearing Mr. Hague recount some of his 
experiences, and at our earnest request 
he consented to set some of them forth 
for the benefit of our readers. We are 
afraid that Mr. Hague’s inherent 
modesty has curtailed his story, but 


neve 


theless enough remains to give 
inspiration and encouragement to thost 


whose length of service lags far behind 
him. Mr. Hague was for several years 
chairman of the National Association 
or Labour Registration and Election 
\gents. 

Having been interested in Labour 


politics * some thirty-six years, and 


Labour party agent twenty-five } 
it is natural to look back and think. 
Twenty-five is! And it*seems only 
twenty-five months. But a good deal 
has happened in that time. I have been 
privileged to take part in a hundred ot 
more by -t lections, besides conducting 
the parliamentary elections in my own 
and several other Divisions. Out of all 
the elections where I have had control 
| have been fortunate enough to only 


lose one. 


It would be too long to recite any- 
thing like a full experience, but som 
incidents may be of interest to others, 
and perhaps useful. Recent experiences 
at Bilston, my present Division, are 
reminiscent of the early days of our 
movement, when it was a common ex- 
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TRADE MARK 


KEEP ELECTION Costs DOWN 


MODEL H2. PRINTS 
FROM METAL °\ TYPE 
THROUGH A RIBBON. 


PRICES 


RANGING FROM 


Every Labour Agent should be in possession of 
the Addressograph System, which enables Election 
costs to be reduced. Write, call or ’phone for 
particulars. There is no obligation on your part. 


ADDRESSOGRAPH LIMITED 


79 KINGSWAY, W.C.2, 
Telephone: REGENT 6565. 
Head Office and Works: { 
GRANGE ROAD, WILLESDEN GREEN, N.W.10. 
Telephone: WILLESDEN 1330 (3 /ines). 
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perience to talk fifteen or twenty 
minutes in the open air before getting 
any audience. Certain parts of Bilston 
Division—even yet—are anything but 
‘““Labour’’; but we are converting the 
beggars despite apathy and _ hostility ! 
And, whereas four years ago we had no 
representative on the Bilston Council, 
we now have five, and we captured the 
parliamentary seat in 1924, despite the 
SoRed Vetter,” 

I have been in tight places, when 
everything depended on a quick and 
tactful decision. In January, 1910, at 
Gorton, we fought a Tory who was 
winning his way rapidly, but as the 
campaign neared its close I learned he 
had advertised for an electrician of 
highest character to attend arc lamps, 
etc.; wages 18s. This was a golden 
opportunity ; we made the most of it, 
gave him more publicity than he 
desired, and we won: though with only 
a small majority. 


In 1918 we were opposed by a Com- 
munist, as well as a Tory. Judging 
by the noise and show one would 
imagine the contest was almost a walk- 
over for the Communist, but we created 
an anti-climax for them in the last lap. 
A couple of weeks prior to the poll I 
discovered they had booked all the large 
halls and schoolrooms for the eve of the 
poll. This was clever; but I countered 
the move by securing the only theatre 
—at a cost of £50. The electors 
flocked to the theatre, which was 
packed in every part and a monster 
overflow meeting was held on open 
ground behind. The Communists 
abandoned most of their arrangements, 
and none of their halls were anything 
like half full. John Hodge polled 
8,040 over the Tory, and beat the Com- 
munist by 13,000, the latter losing his 
deposit. 

Political campaigns have their comic 
_ side. In one by-election where I 
assisted we secured a large number of 
signatures to the candidate’s nomina- 
tion. The election agent noted their 
poll numbers and later invited all to a 
“rally and social.’’ But, inadvertently, 
one name was addressed wrongly from 
the register to a man who had died a 
year before. This got in the press and, 
naturally, the Tory papers ragged us 
on “going to the cemetery for signa- 
tures,’? 

In local affairs such confidence is now 
reposed in the recommendations of 
Gorton Trades Council and Labour 


‘tively smash the falsehood. 


Party that practically all City Couneil 
and Guardians contests are won for 
Labour by majorities of 1,500 to 2,000 
or more. The enemy has fought under 
every specious label—Liberal, Conser- 
vative, Independent, People’s Party, 
Catholic Party, Ratepayers’ Associa- 
tion, New Centre Labour Party and 
others, but always with the same result, ._ 
and every position—local or national— 
is now held by Labour. (Councillor 
Davy, J.P., Gorton, is Manchester 
Lord Mayor, this year.) 

Adverting again to the : 
Letter.’’ May I say that in this as | 
similar scares, I steadily ignored 
existence. Our candidate, John Baker, 
dealt ably with it from the platform, 


but, judged by our literature, the 
‘‘Letter’’ did not exist so far as we 
were concerned. We, at Bilston, 


simply let them beat the air whilst we 
gave attention to problems that 
mattered and dealt with Labour's root 
principles. 

In such scares 1 advise it is always 
best to abstain from any printed reply 
unless you are satisfied you can effec- 7 

The more 
you explain and protest the greater the 
doubt and suspicion you arouse. 

If asked the chief reason of my | 
success, I would say the thoroughness _ 
of canvass. I have been fortunate in 
having good, sound parliamentary can- 
didates ; but I am convinced many elec- 
tions are lost—which should have been 
won—solely through lack of canvass, 4 
or by reason of an ill-advised canvass. “f 

Details are too long to include in 
this brief sketch. My system of can- 
vass was partly explained in an early 
issue of the Organiser. If my fellow 
agents desire it I shall be glad to send 
explanation on receipt of 
addressed envelope. ) 


stamped- 


Sam Hauer. 


PENCILS!!! 


Ah! the very thing. Adver- 
tise coming events profitably. 
Pencils with special imprints 
for Bazaars, Election and 
samples 


Branch Funds—for 
(2d.) write 


SIMON BIRKBECK, Keswick 
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AGENCY CHANGES AND NEW 
APPOINTMENTS. 


Nottingham Central: Mr. Douglas 
Morgan has been appointed agent to 
the Joint Labour and Co-operative 
Committee. 

Address : 51 Sherwood Street, Not- 
tingham. 

Dewsbury: Mr. G. Simpson has been 
appointed full time agent. 

Address : Labour Assembly Rooms, 
Oates Street, Dewsbury. 

Hull, N.W.: Mr. E. Robinson has 

been appointed full time agent. 
Address: Room 9g, Argyle House, 
Ig0 Anlaby Road, Hull. 

Peterborough: Mr. R. Watson, full 
time agent. 

Change of address: Geneva Street, 
Peterborough. 

Ladywood, Birmingham: Mr. W. 

Whiteley, candidate and agent. 
Change of address: 3 Hallewell 
Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham. 


THE SMALLEST LABOUR 
OFFICE? 


Mr. R. Montford, J.P., who has 
recently taken over the part time agency 
of the Evesham Division has, we believe, 
the distinction of occupying the smallest 
Labour office in the kingdom, 

The ‘‘house’’ in which the office is 
situate in a two-storey brick building 
apparently at one time an adjunct to 
the King Edward VI. School, which 
has been converted into a Labour Club. 
It is, however, an entirely separate 
building, of one room only up and 
down, and was without either water, 
fireplace or sanitary conveniences. The 
ground floor is now utilised as the office 
of the Labour Club, and the Labour 
Party Office is the ancient bedroom ten 
feet long by seven feet six inches wide. 
The good sound oak floors whose age 
is uncertain to a hundred years or so 
add a distinction to the little office now 
completely furnished by local voluntary 
labour. 


Owing to a printer’s error the num- 
ber of new women voters to be added 
to the Register as a consequence of the 
Equal Franchise Bill was, in our last 
issue, given as 250,000. Our readers 
would have readily perceived the error, 
for the correct figure is 5,250,000. 


92 Labour Agents 


| USE THE 


to communicate rapidly 
and secretly with either 
the electors or helpers. 


to reach every member 
| of the constituency, 


to launch an intensive 
| campaign just at the 
critical moment. 


to make known to 
agents last minute al- 
terations in tactics. 


to immediately issue 
replies to opponents. 


to attack and counter- 
attack. 


to reduce expenses. 


to produce Local News- 
papers. 


a Cet a Cestetner. 


Send for our Literature 


vid Gosflo AneY Hid 
DEPARTMENT ‘“L”’ 


37 Ludgate Hill, E.C.4 


Telephone: HOLBORN 0142 
(6 lines) 


84 THE LABOUR ORGANISER 


IMPORTANT NEW SERIES. 


Preparation for the General Election 


By Tue Epiror. 


ArTicce IIT. 


From what I have said in the previous 
article it is obvious that a stage has 
now been reached when the appoint- 
ment of an election agent is necessary. 
The National Labour Party has 
recently been advising all Labour 
Parties to consider the appointment of 
their election agent for the General 
Election, and this advice applies even to 
Parties who may not have taken any one 
of the steps we have been urging as 
necessary by way of preparation. 


Selecting the Agent. 


The reason for the early appointment 
of an election agent is that there is a 
stage in preparation for the contest 
where it beccmes desirable and even 
necessary that the person who is to take 
the legal and moral responsibility for 
what is done should be consulted in 
the further steps taken. An agent who 
has to accept responsibility for a con- 
test in which many important matters 
have been decided without his con- 

~nivance is placed at a considerable dis- 

advantage. Familiarity with all the 
steps that have been taken as prelimin- 
aries is however, on the other hand a 
very big advantage. Hence we strongly 
support the plea for the early appoint- 
ment of an agent in every place where 
a contest is to take place. 

I have used the term “appointment”? 
though this is not. strictly correct. 
Selection is the better word. An agent's 
appointment is usually by the candidate, 
though it may be made by other persons 
on his behalf. The difference between 
selecting and appointing an agent is 
that selection merely means that when 
the contest is begun the chosen man or 
woman will take charge. Appointment 
means a very definite act usually 
involving the incurring of a definite 
election expense, and certainly con- 
ferring a definite authority. To 
“appoint” an agent is tantamount to 
commencing the contest; hence the 
importance of our warning. 

The position of a selected agent is 
very similar to that of a selected candi- 
‘date. The term ‘Prospective’? js 
usually applied to a selected candidate 
who has not commenced his campaign. 


One may use the same term regarding 
an agent. A further word or two re- 
garding the position as to commencing 
a contest may not be out of place here. 


““Commencing’’ the Contest. 

li the advice given in previous articles 
has been followed certain expenses will 
already have been incurred, but 
although, later, these expenses will have 
to be returned as election expenses it 
doesn’t follow that expenses in the con- 
duct or management of the election 
have yet begun. The legal position is a 
little curious in this matter and depends 
entirely on the construction election 
judges have placed on certain definite 
acts of candidates at past elections. 
There are numberless things a Party 
or even a candidate may do in antici- 
pation of an election, without these acts 
being interpreted as acts connected with 
“the conduct and management of the 
election."’ A candidate or a Party may 
run a campaign of meetings or in other 
Ways (such as the distribution of litera- 
ture, the publication of a newspaper) 
they may advance the views of their 
particular Party. Parties may, as we 
have advised, lay in stores and supplies 
in anticipation of the coming day and 
later on give or sell them to whoever 
is the candidate at the election to be 
returned in the expenses. 

But there is a dividing line not per- 
haps sharply defined but sufficient for 
commonsense. A public meeting which 
is held not for a Party’s sake, but for a 
candidate's sake, is a part of the con- 
duct and management of that candi- 
date’s election, however, long before 
hand it may be held. Leaflets urging 
the elector to vote for a particular can- 
didate at some coming General Election 
would, we think, be held to be expenses 
appertaining to that election at what- 
ever date issued. Equally a candidate 
who himself ordered canvass cards or 
envelopes after being selected for a 
particular constituency would have 
incurred an expense connected with his 
election. ‘ Aus 

But political Partes who make cer- 
tain preparations — involving expense 
incur no liability for wrongful expendi- 
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ture if it is the intention to sell, or 
return for inclusion in the expenses 
the envelopes, canvass cards, or what- 
ever the goods may be to a candi- 
date when the campaign is duly 
launched. Equally if a lien on Com- 
mittee Rooms has been obtained it is 
the consummation of the lien by a con- 
- tract with the election agent which 
ultimately marks the stage where the 
contest has been commenced in most 
cases. Parties who possess rooms, bill- 
posting stations, boards, Committee 
Room equipment and clerical appli- 
ances will not have infringed the law 
by purchasing these things though if 
used the expense relating thereto must 
be returned by the election agent. 


Choosing the Agent. 


To choose the right man as election 
agent is frequently a difficult task. The 
supply of really qualified election agents 
within the Party is comparatively limi- 

_ted, and the opportunities for training 
are unfortunately all too few. Fre- 
quently, too, the man whose work in the 
Party would indicate him as the most 
fitted person to be selected finds that the 
full time demands of an election agency 
preclude him from accepting the post. 
In a large number of cases the choice 
ultimately has to fall upon someone a 
long way from possessing the best quali- 
fications. These persons will find in the 
first article in this series a good deal of 
matter of special interest to them. 

An Executive fairly frequently makes 
a selection of an election agent with 
full knowledge of a man’s limitations in 
the hope that the Executive itself will 
be able to exercise a controlling influence 
during the election. Sometimes a man 
is appointed with this anticipation who, 
it is known, will be unable to devote 
his full time to the post at the election. 
In other cases a man is appointed to 
fulfil the legal requirements but 
someone else is indicated as being the 
real power behind the throne to con- 
trol the election. All these arrange- 
ments are of course unfortunate and to 
be avoided if they possibly can be. We 
have less fear of lack of technical quali- 
fication than of inability to devote the 
proper time to the work, or of such 
unsuitability as to need a supervisory. 
Technical knowledge can be acquired, 
and profound legal knowledge is not at 
all necessary so long as a man under- 
stands the simple time-table of things 
to be done and has a strong repugnance 


to doing that which must not be done at 
an election. 

The control of an election by a Com- 
mittee is a very difficult thing to carry 
out. It must never be forgotten that 
the law places all responsibility solely 
on the election agent. It gives him cer- 
tain powers which once appointed no 
one can annul except by cancelling the 
appointment. He is the supreme head 
of the election and if he is the wrong 
man a heavy penalty may be paid for 
his mistakes. No Committee can tale 
this responsibility from a man’s should- 
ers nor can any Committee legally issue 
the instructions and orders which 
should go out in the agent’s name. 
These are difficulties which should be 
present to the mind of an Executive 
when selecting an agent, and. parti- 
cularly when it is hoped to control the 
election either by.a Committee or some 
supervisory individual. Of course ir the 
man selected is of the right tempera- 
ment he might work well with a Com- 
mittee, or his proposed colleague, but 
where make-shift arrangements of the 
sort indicated have to be indulged in it 
is well to seek some assurance before- 
hand that the thing is going to worl. 


The Canvass Cards, 

We may now go on to consider other 
preparatory steps. We have already dis- 
cussed the question of envelopes and 
billposting stations. We will take now 
the question of canvass cards. The first 
thing to settle is the method to be 
adopted with the canvass. Will the 
single card system be adopted? Will 
the family card system be used? Will 
the register be merely pasted on cards 
or will the register be used as it is for 
the purpose of the canvass? All these 
systems are adopted and even the old- 
fashioned canvass books are used in 
some places. There are varieties also 
of the single card system, for the best 
type of single card contains spaces on 
which may be marked information con- 
cerning an elector, i.e., whether he is a 
Trades Unionist, a Co-operator and so 
forth, and this information (previously 
collected) is written on the canvass) 
cards before issue. 

We have no hesitation in saying that 
the single canvass card system is streets 
ahead of any other method. It is on 
the other hand the costliest and involves 
the most clerical work. In County 
constituencies it frequently happens that 
one system is adopted for one part of 
the Division and another system in 


' otherwise be engaged on them at 
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another part of the Division. We will 
not here discuss the respective merits or 
uses of these systems, but merely indi- 
cate. that before any stock can be 
ordered there must be a settlement of 
the lines on which the canvass is to 
proceed. 

The Labour Party supply ‘‘single card 
street boxes,’’ and ‘‘car timers.’’ These 
two accessories are really strongly built 
cardboard boxes divided into compart- 
ments so that cards may be sorted into 
them in any agreed order. For instance, 
one uses the street box for placing in 
the respective compartments all the 
“Fors”? in street order, and on polling 
day the boxes are utilised in the Com- 
mittee Rooms for simplifying the fetch- 
ing-up. _ The ‘‘car timers’’ are similar 
boxes in which the compartments are 
labelled for the hours at which electors 
are to be fetched. Similar accessories 
are readily home-made and we strongly 


advise that a supply of them be 
obtained,—sufficient to provide each 
Committee Room with at least one 


street box. 


Committee Room Equipment. 

This brings us to the question of 
Committee Room equipment. A great 
wastage takes place at most elections 
because stationery and equipment 
bought for the Committee Rooms is not 
collected after the poll and stored for 
future use. Local Parties who are fre- 
quently fighting elections know pretty 
accurately the number of Committee 
Rooms they require from time to time, 
and it is a good idea to procure small 
wooden boxes in which can be stored 
away stationery and other matters 
required from time to time at the Com- 
mittee Rooms. Unused or half-used 
stocks of stationery ought not to be 
wasted, or find their way into the 
homes of workers. A little care in this 
matter will ensure that there is always 
ready a thoroughly equipped outfit 
ready for instant use in any Committee 
Room. 

Another matter worth considering 
now is whether or no wall boards are 
to be used at the election. If so they 
should be prepared and so release for 
more useful work those who would 
the 
election. We do not care about the 
improvised large sheets of straw boards 
frequently used as wall boards. It is 
Yar better while there is time to prepare 
hoards which will outlast many elec- 
tions and be convenient in use. The 
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best type are convenient for wall or 
table and consist of strips of stout 
board of suitable depth and about six 
inches in width. These are hinged with 
gummed linen tape to the next board, 
and by this means as many as seven or 


eight lengths of board are hinged 
together and can be folded away in 
small compass. The boards can he 


used again and again. 

Better than the wall-board with a 
register pasted on it is the number sheet 
system, but this system requires a 
higher degree of intelligence from one’s 
workers and they should be made to 
understand it beforehand. Number 
sheets economise both space and time, 
and their use was recently explained in 
the *‘Labour Organiser.” 


(Te be continued.) 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
One for the ‘‘L.O."’ 


To THE Epitor. . 
Dear Sir, 

I want to take this opportunity, 
while renewing my subscription for the 
“Labour Organiser,’ to express my 
Warmest appreciation of the valuable 
assistance rendered to our movement by 
your journal. It is both clearly and 
simply written and is indispensable to 
all active workers in the Labour Move- 


ment. In my recent experience as 
Agent in the L.C.C. and Board of 
Guardians Elections the ‘‘Labour 
Organiser’’ was my chief friend and 
adviser. 

With best wishes for its future 
circulation, 

I am, 


Yours sincerely, 
Morcan Puituirs, 
Labour College, London. 
94 Rannoch Road, 
Hammersmith, 
London, W.6. 
28-4-28. 
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TO BAZAAR WORKERS. 


Bazaar Secretaries and other Or- 
ganisers are invited to write for 
Price lists and samples of High- 
Class Perfumes, etc. Eau-de- 
Cologne, Lavender Water, Genuine 
Otto Perfumes, Sachets, Face Pow- 
ders, etc. Ready Sales, substantial 
profits. 
R. T. HARRISON, 

34 Corrie Rd., Clifton, Manchester 
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AN OFFICERS’ AND 
DELECATES’ CONFERENCE. 


An innovation was recently made in 
the Lewes Division by holding a Con- 
ference of officers and delegates of 
affiliated societies. The object of the 
_ Conference “was to enable the officers 
-and delegates to discuss various ques- 
tions connected with their branch 
duties, and incidentally to make it 
possible for them all to become better 
acquainted with each other. The con- 
ference was a considerable success and 
we understand it is to be followed by 
another one to discuss the conduct of a 
Parliamentary Election. The Labour 
Agent for the Lewes Division is Mr. 
C. E. ‘Tritton, Shepherd’s Corner, 
Ringmer, Lewes. 

The following will give an idea of 
the ground intended to cover at the first 
conference. 

Duties of a Chairman. Relationship 
to Branch—Need for Initiative—Facili- 
tating Business—Use of Time Table— 
Are ‘‘Constitutions’’? and ‘‘Standing 
Orders’? any use?—Dealing with 
“Points of Order’’—Dealing with Dis- 
cussion—Branch Spokesman—Responsi- 
bilities. 

Duties of Secretary. Relationship to 
~ Branch—Dealing with Correspondence 
—Drawing up an Agenda—Preparation 
for Meeting—Writing of Minutes— 
Record of Resolutions—Use of Files— 
Card Index of Members—The Link 
with the Wider Movement—Responsi- 
~ bilities. 

Duties of Treasurer and Financial 
Secretary. Allocation of Duties 
Issuing and Securing Receipts—Simple 
Book-keeping—Monthly Statements— 
Drawing up a Balance Sheet. 

Duties of Delegates. Regular and 
_Punctual Attendance — Respect for 
' Chair, and for Other Delegates—Rela- 
tionship of Branch to Division—Use of 
Notebook—How to Make Notes—Pre- 
paring and Delivering a Report— 
Bringing Forward a Motion. 


The Late Mr. J. H. Standring. 


, As we-are going to press we are 
asked to announce that an appeal on 
behalf of the widow and children of the 
ate Jim, Standring is shortly to be 
issued at the instance of the Labour 
agents in the North-Western Area. 
Further particulars will be given in our 
next issue. 
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ALL LABOUR AGENTS 


Should investigate the labcur-saving 
appliances of 


The Pencarbon (Co. 


Limited. 


The Company specialise in 
every form of Duplicator and 
.Office Printer, as well as 
Duplicate books, so that 
whether all that is wanted is 
to keep copies of orders, letters, 
and office documents — made 
while writing the originals—or 
to reproduce hundreds or thou- 
sands of handwriting or type- 
writing, or to print in 
thousands, the latest device 
can be offered. 


THE LATEST OFFICE PRINTER 

WILL MAKE AGENTS INDEPEN- 

DENT OF THE PRINTER AND 
EFFECT GREAT SAVINGS. 


Tilustrations as easily printed as 
reading matter. 


A 
Applications for full details solicited. 
Send to: 
PENCARBON CO. LTD. 


ZANETIC WORKS, DUNCAN ROAD, 
LEICESTER, 
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SPECIAL 

MONEY-MAKING LINES 
FOR LABOUR PARTIES: 
Polished rd. Pencils, 3/3 gross. 
Dixon’s 2d. Pencils, 6/9 gross. 
Splendid 2d. H.B. 

Pencil (Hex. or Round) 8/- gross 
With name printed in silver (59 

gross lots). 
Samples 6d. post free 


Duplicating Paper, 
Foolscap size, 2/6 ream. 
NEWS SHEETS, 

4, 8 or 16 pages. Samples free, 


J. S. REYNOLDS, 
The Labour Printer, 
RIPLEY, Derbys. Tel. : 106. 
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PORTABLE Open-air Speakers’ Plat- 
forms supplied.—For particulars, apply 
to H. W. Bingley, 106 Dunlace Road, 
Clapton Park, E.5. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS 


Correspondents are required to give 
their full name and address, not, how- 
ever, necessarily for publication. Replies 
from general correspondents cannot be 
given through the post. It is imperative 
that where a reply depends on a state- 
ment of fact (such, for instance, as 
qualification of an elector to be on the 
register), the fullest information should 
be given. 


Absent Fishermen. 

Question. Can fishermen be put on 
the Absent Voters List and if so how 
does one set about this? 

Answer. A fisherman may certainly 
be put on the Absent Voters List pro- 
vided there is a reasonable probability 
that by reason of his occupation, ser- 
vice or employment, he may be debarred 
from voting at a poll at Parliamentary 
elections held during the time the regis- 
ter is in force. The procedure is to 
send in a claim on the form provided 
by the Registration Officer on or before 
the 18th August. 


Collecting Boxes. 

Question. We, in this division, have 
for some time collected contributions 
from our members on the penny per 
week basis. We are now experiencing 
difficulty in getting collectors to call 
upon the large number of new mem- 
bers which we continue to make, and 
it is almost impossible for the present 
collectors to do more than they are 
already doing. In order to meet these 
circumstances, we are thinking of 
introducing the Collecting Box system 
used by hospitals, etc. A box could be 
placed in each house where there was 
one or more members. Our collector 
could then call as often as he could 
manage and empty the box. We should 
like to have just an ordinary small box 
with a slit in it so that pennies could 
be inserted, and wondered whether you 
could tell us of a firm which would pro- 
bably be able to supply us with 500 
boxes which could be made of either 
tin or stout cardboard. We should be 
glad if you could assist us in this 
matter. 

Answer, The Yollowing is the name 
of a firm which can supply the Card- 
board Collecting Boxes—Messrs. High 
Stevenson and Co., Ltd., Cardboard 
Box Makers, Worcester Buildings, 
Clements Street, Parade, Birmingham. 
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More Polling Stations. 

Question. Can you give me any 
information on the following subject: 
the right way to go about getting more 
polling booths in a rural constituency 
and exactly what reasons have to be 
given to satisfy the authorities that 
they are required ? 

Answer. This matter was dealt with 
in our issue for July, 1926, and refer- 
ences to this subject will be found on 
pages 110 and 115 of that issue. For 
the benefit of new readers we may 
point out that the matter is covered by 
Section 31 (2) of the Representation of 
the People Act, 1918. By this section 


either a local authority (which ‘may 
mean a Parish Council, a Rural or 
Urban District Council or Board of 


Guardians) or not less than 30 electors 
may make a representation to the 
Home Office that the polling districts 
or polling places do not meet the 
reasonable requirements of the electors. 
The Home Office may, if they think fit, 
direct the Council, whose duty it is to 
divide the constituency into polling dis- 
tricts to make such alterations at the 
Board think necessary. Power is given 
to the Home Office to make the altera- 
tion themselves in the case of an 
obdurate authority. 

We have, however, advised that in 
most cases it is better to proceed in 
the first place by friendly approach to 
the authorities responsible. The poli- 
tical agents of the other Parties will 
generally be found agreeable to join in 
representations where a real grievance 
exists. If this course does not prove 
satisfactory resolutions from Parish 
Councils, or the District Councils, 
might be sent in to the County Council 
or in the case of a Borough public 
meetings might be asked to pass reso- 
lutions. At any rate some degree of 
persuasion followed or accompanied by 
agitation should be tried before 
approaching the Home Office. 


Buses for Bringing up Voters. 


Question: Can a garage proprietor 
who is himself a candidate for a parish 
council election run a bus specially for 
voters if he charges for the conveyance | 
or can his employee run the bus? 


We have received another question 
much to the same effect which reads :— 
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During the recent C.C. elections the 
owner of a hackney carriage, who is a 
supporter of ours decided that he would 
run voters to the stations at a charge of 
1d. each. Of course this was a great 
help to us, but, I should be glad if you 
would give me your opinion with regard 
to the legal pcsition. 

Answer: Our correspondents are 
advised to be very careful in this 
matter. The Corrupt and Illegal Prac- 
tices Act lays it down that no person 
shall let, lend or employ for the pur- 
pose of the conveyance of electors to 
and from the poll any public stage or 
hackney carriage. There is, however, 
a clause which reads that ‘‘nothing in 
this Act shall prevent a carriage . 
being let or hired, employed or used by 
an elector or several electors at their 
joint cost for the purpose of conveying 
him or them to or from the poll... .”’ 

It will be seen therefore that even a 
hackney carriage may be hired by a 
voter or voters at his or their own cost. 
The question arises whether the institu- 
tion of special services of buses comes 
within this exemption. There is nothing 
to prevent an elector using an ordinary 
tram or bus service for going to the 
poll, and the Tramway or Bus Co. 
incurs no penalty by providing a service. 
But when it comes to a candidate pro- 
viding a service, and providing the 
same specially for one day and specially 
for voters it is hard to see that an 
infraction of the law is not easily made. 


_Certainly, we think that a service con- 


fined to voters, and especially if the 
fare was not an economic fare, would 
constitute an offence. If a service was 
instituted open to the public and not 
necessarily voters, or not necessarily 
only to and from the poll, then we think 
a garage proprietor, even though he be 
a candidate, could not be accused of 
much more than a sharp eye to business. 
We know of places where bus com- 
panies put on special services for this 
purpose. The point is not without doubt 
or difficulty, and where this is so it is 
always advisable to play safely. 


Placard or Banner? 

Question: Can we place outside our 
club’ premises during the election a 
painted canvas sign ‘Vote for... gare 

Answer: Our questioner is reminded 
of the section in the Municipal Corrupt 
Practices Act, 1884, which reads_:— 

‘““No payment or contract for pay- 
ment shall, for the purpose of pro- 


moting or procuring the election of a 
candidate at a Municipal Election, be 
made on account of bands of music, 
torches, flags, banners, cockades, 
ribbons or other. marks of dis- 
tinction.’ 

This section is the same as_ that 
enacted for Parliamentary elections, but 
incidentally we may mention that a 
misprint occurs in Parker’s ‘Election 
Agent and Returning Officer’? where 
the words ‘bands of?’ are omitted from 
the text of the Corrupt Practices Act, 
1883 (relating to Parliamentary Elec- 
tions). 

The question at issue is whether the 
painted canvas sign is a bill or placard 
allowed by the Act, or whether it is a 
banner. We incline to the opinion that 
this is a banner and we believe our 
view is almost universally shared. So 
then no payment or contract for pay- 
ment may be made on account of 
same. 


Balloons a Mark of Distincttoi. 

Question. During the recent elec- 
tions I visited one of our wards where 
there was a contest for a seat upon the 
Council. I saw numerous motor cars 
of our opponents to which were 
attached a number of toy balloons. The 
balloons had on them the name of the 
opposition candidate. Round the win- 
dows also of several electors’ houses 
there were festoons of similar balloons. 
Other electors had the balloons on 
aerial wires. Women electors displayed 
then on perambulators and children had 
them in large numbers. There is 
evidence to show that the balloons were 
distributed by the occupants of our 
opponents’ motor cars, by supporters of 
our opponents in the Committee 
Rooms, and by the opposition candi- 
date himself. I have one of the 
balloons in my possession. Will you 
please advise whether these balloons 
are illegal and what steps should be 
taken to deal with the matter if the 
issue of them is a contravention of the 
law? We won this election by two 
votes, 

Answer. In the first place there 
seems no doubt at.all about the opposi- 
tion candidate’s responsibility for what 
was done. In our opinion the balloons 
are ‘‘marks of distinction.’’ The 
Municipal Elections Corrupt and Illegal 
Practices Act, 1884, Section 12 (1) reads 
as follows—‘No payment or contract 
for payment shall for the purpose of 
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promoting or procuring the election of a 
candidate at a Municipal Election be 
made on account of bands of music, 
torches, flags, banners,  cockades, 
ribbons or other marks of distinction.” 
An offence against this provision is an 
illegal payment punishable by a fine not 
exceeding £109, but where an illegal 
payment is committed by a candidate 
or with his knowledge or consent the 
offence becomes an illegal practice and 
in this case the penalty is a fine not 
exceeding £;100 and incapacity for 
being registered as an elector or voting 
at any election within the Area for five 
years. 

It will be observed that there is no 
provision, as in Parliamentary Elec- 
tions (under an old Act, 17 and 18 Vic- 
toria c. 102) prohibiting a candidate or 
agent from giving or providing a mark 
of distinction, but there is the common- 
sense point that all these balloons cost 
money. One must trace the payment 
and there is then a clear case for a con- 
viction. It is for the police to take 
action directly the whole of the facts 
are brought to their notice, though it 
should be their business to make 
enquiries concerning the payment. 

There is no return of expenses in the 
election referred to and so it will pos- 
sibly become necessary to indulge in 
some detective work to find out where 
the balloons came from. We may be 
able to give our enquirer an address 
which will set him on the track. 

It may be interesting in this connec- 
tion to read what the Judges say about 
marks of distinction. In our issue for 
November, 1923, we gave the verbatim 
remarks of Mr. Justice Bruce in the St. 

‘George in the East Election Petition. 
The holding of the Judge in this case 
is important. 


A Cup for Tory Voters. 

Question, The Tory member for 
this constituency has stated that ‘the 
would like to see a cup for the town 
or village polling the greatest percent- 
age of Conservative votes at the next 
election.’’ This is a> rural division 
where there is great fear about the 
secrecy of the ballot and nervous people 
in the villages still declare that the 
boss does know how they vote. It 
seems to us that statements such as the 
above will confirm these people’s fears. 
What can we do in the matter ? 

Answer, We, of course, sympathise 
with our correspondent if the construc- 


tion he gives is placed upon the words 
used. It seems to us, however, that 
the words are also capable of a very 
innocent interpretation and quite pro- 
bably we also would like to present the 
town or village giving us the biggest 
Labour vote with some public recogni- 
tion of the fact. It might be as well 
however for our correspondent to invite 
the Tory member to state in the local 
press just how he would ascertain which 
town or village gave the biggest Tory, 
or for that matter, Labour vote. The 
opportunity might be seized for 
emphasising the secrecy of the ballot. 
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REGISTRATION. 


Important Home Office Circular. 


We find that a very common impres- 
sion is abroad that the Equal Franchise 
Bill now before Parliament affects the 
preparation of the register for the 
present year. This is not the case, 
and the yearly register, the qualifying 
period for which will end on rst June, 
is to be prepared in the usual manner. 
An important circular dealing with the 
preparation of the register has been 
issued by the Home Office under date 
25th April. We give the salient para- 
graphs of this circular below : 

I am directed by the Secretary of 
State to say that the Representation of 
the People (Equal Franchise) Bill which 
has been introduced into the House of 
Commons for the purpose of assimila- 
ting the franchises of men and women 
does not propose any change as regards 
the preparation of the Register of 
Electors in the present year, or as to 
the qualification of persons for regis- 
tration in that register. The register 
will ‘accordingly be prepared in respect 
of the qualifying period of three months 
ending on the rst June, 1928, and will 
come into force on the 15th October, 
1928, but will remain in force only until 
ist May, 1929. 

Registration Rates. The dates for 
the proceedings in the preparation of 
the register are as prescribed by the 
Representation of the People (Econ- 
omy Provisions) Act, 1926,—see Head- 
ing 3 of the Circular of 31st March, 
1927, relating to the preparation of the 
register at present in force. 

The 15th July next is a Sunday and 
the Secretary of State is advised that 
under Rule 42 in Schedule I. to the 
Act of 1918, the last day for publication 
‘of the Electors Lists is Monday, 16th 
July. He regards it, however, as very. 
desirable that copies of the Lists should 
be made available to the Agents of the 
Political Organisations on Saturday, the 
14th July, and he trusts that the Regis- 
tration Officer will make arrangements 
accordingly. 

House to House Inquiry. For the 
purpose of preparing the electors lists 
‘the Registration Officer will, as in 
previous years, arrange for a complete 
house to house inquiry throughout the 
registration area, and he will no doubt 
employ as canvassers persons “out of 
work—especially | ex-service =men— 


wherever the services of suitable per- 
sons of this class are available. 

Naval or Military Voters. The pro- 
cedure for the registration of naval or 
military® voters described in detail in 
previous Circulars remains unaltered 
and should be strictly observed. 

Members of H.M. Forces will ‘there- 
fore be registered as naval or military 
voters only in pursuance of their own 
statements of qualification, and each 
person so registered will continue regis- 
tered for the same qualifying premises 
throughout his service unless and until 
he disclaims his registration for those 
premises for the purpose of being regis- 
tered elsewhere. The procedure applies 
to all changes of qualifying address, 
including those within the same con- 
stituency. 

Aliens. In view of inquiries which 
have been received, the Secretary of 
State desires to refer to the procedure 
open to the Registration Officer for 
determining in case of doubt whether a 
person otherwise qualified to be regis- 
tered is a British subject. 

By Rule 37 in the rst Schedule to the 
Representation of the People Act, 1918, 
the Registration Officer may require a 
person to produce a _ certificate of 
naturalization, or to make a statutory 
declaration that he is a British subject. 
It should not, however, be necessary 
to require a statutory declaration un- 
less other means of determining the 
issue have proved unavailing. 

Further, it was intimated in the 
Local Government Board circular 
(R.P. 43) of 29th July, 1918, that the 
Registration Officers of areas within 
the Metropolitan Police District might 
inspect the register kept by the Metro- 
politan Police in pursuance of the Aliens 
Restriction Order (now the Aliens 
Order, 1920), and that it would be 
possible for the Registration Officers 
elsewhere to obtain similar facilities on 
application to the Chief Constable of 
the County or Borough concerned. 

In the case of the Metropolitan Police 
District it has been found desirable t 
modify the arrangement to the follow- 
ing extent, viz., the Police will be pre- 
pared to assist the Registration Officer 
by themselves making an examination 
of their registers in any case referred 
to them where there is reasonable 
ground for thinking that a person other- 
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Wise appearing to be qualified as an 
elector is not a British subject. 

In each case the surname and other 
names should be given in full, with the 
complete address and such other parti- 
culars (e.g., age and occupation) as 
may assist identification: if informa- 
tion is required as to several persons a 
separate form of inquiry should be used 
for each person, the forms being 
arranged according to the alphabetica! 
order of surnames. Applications 
should be sent direct to the Com- 
missioner of Police of the Metropolis, 
New Scotland Yard, S.W.1. 

It is understood that in some Counties 
and Boroughs outside the Metropolitan 
Police District arrangements have been 
made whereby the Chief Constable 
similarly investigates inquiries sub- 
mitted to him, or allows the Registra- 
tion Officer or his representative to 
have access to the Police Register of 
Aliens when required. Registration 
Officers desiring to obtain facilities of 
this kind should communicate with the 
Chief Constable concerned who will 
decide in his discretion how they may 


* most conveniently be afforded. 


¢ 


It should be borne in mind that the 
assistance of the Police should be 
invoked only in cases where the Regis- 
tration Officer has exhausted other 
available means of inquiry. 

In exceptional cases it may happen 
that after the facts of a case have been 
ascertained, some doubt may _ still 
remain whether a person is a British 
subject or not. If so, the circumstances 
may be reported to the Home Office 
for the Secretary of State's advice, but 
he trusts that recourse to this Depart- 
ment may be confined to cases of real 
difficulty. 

Jurors. The names of all persons 
qualified for and liable to service as 
Jurors will be marked in the electors 
lists, lists of claimants, etc., bearing in 
mind that a person must not be marked 
as a juror without notice if previously 
a claim by him not to be so marked 
has been successful. 


What you save in Cash 
you lose in Efficiency 
unless all the officers of 


your Party get the 
Labour Organiser. 


| 


THE LABOUR ORGANISER : ; ye 


LAW AND P2ACfP [Cz 
[Under this heading are found brief 
and chatty explanations of points of 
commoner interest concerning the Law 
and Practice of Elections. Readers ure 


invited to suggest points for notice 
herein, but are reminded that stug- 


gestions made may not necessarily be — 
dealt with in the next issue.—Ed.] 


A ‘‘Daggered’’ Voter and Voting 
at the Wrong Station. 


| 
4 

We have had brought to our notice 
an interesting case arising out of the 
recent London County Council Elec-— 
tions. In this case a voter who was 
duly “‘daggered”’ in the register for a 
business premises qualification, and who 
was therefore not entitled to vote ina 
respect of that qualification, neverthe- : 
less presented himself at the polling 
station, and being a person of some 
importance, presumably overawed the 
Presiding Officer who permitted him to 
vote. It has been ascertained that this 
person was duly deleted in red ink from 
the Register supplied to the Presiding 
Officer and that the latter therefore — 
admitted him to vote in spite of the 
evidence before him that he was net 
entitled to do so. 

In recording what had taken place our 
informant tells us that on investigation 
they find that the voter mentioned was 
properly “‘daggered”’ in the Register and 
therefore properly struck out in red ink 
from the list supplied to the Presiding 
Officer, that is to say it was a duplicate — 
qualification properly deleted. But the 
point that has given concern is a matter _ 
in the registration rules wherein to our 
correspondent it appears that though a 
Registration Officer may send and tell 
a man he will be ““daggered”’ in respect 
of a particular duplicate vote, there is — 
nothing in those rules to say what is to 
Thappen if the man does not reply and 
so therefore allows the matter to go by 
default. Tt is thought by our corre- 
spondent that because of this the voter. 
not having accepted any choice as to 
which qualification he should be regis- 
tered for was within his rights in 
demanding to vote, and it is suggested 
that this creates a serious position 
because if the Returning Officer receives 
a reply selecting a particular qualifica- 
tion for voting purposes the matter is 
all right; but if no reply is received it 
is suggested the Registration Officer has _ 
no authority to dagger” either vote. 


_ are then spoken of as being “‘daggered. 


_ make any such corrections . 
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We trust therefore the problem is 
plain to our readers. For the uninitiated 
let us explain that the Representation 
of the People Act prohibits a Parlia- 
mentary elector being registered twice 
in the same constituency, or a Local 
Government elector being registered 
twice in the same Borough (for Borough 
Council Elections) or twice in the same 


‘electoral Division or Ward (for County 


Council, London Borough Councils or 
U.D.C. Elections) or twice in the same 
Parish or Ward of a Parish (for R.D.C., 
Guardians, or Parish Council Elections). 
As only one register is compiled tor 
all the above-mentioned elections per- 
sons who are disqualified from voting at 
particular elections have appropriate 
marks placed against their names, and 
Re 

- Now had our questioner been pos- 
sessed of the Statutory Rules and Orders 
which are supplementary to the Regis- 
tration rules, this question would not 
haye been presented to us, for the 
answer is quite simple. We are afraid 


~ that all too few Labour agents and 


officers are equipped with the various 
Statutory Rules, which decide so many 
minor points of procedure. The Regis- 
tration rule which has given our corre- 
spondent doubt reads as follows :— 


“Where the registration officer 
makes any correction in the lists 
(including the absent voters list) 
otherwise than in pursuance of a 


claim or objection, or for the purposes 
of correcting a clerical error, he shall 
give notice to the person affected by 
the correction, and give that person 
an opportunity of objecting to the 
correction, and, if necessary, of being 
heard with respect thereto.’’ 

It ‘will be observed that even tak- 
ing the above rule as it stands it is 
reasonable to assume that if a person 
fails to take advantage of the oppor- 
tunity of objection he has not got the 
right of later claiming that the correc- 
tion should not have been made. In a 
previous rule (Rule 23) the Registration 
Officer is instructed that he “shall... . 
«eb AWAY. 
of the removal of duplicate entries sub- 
ject to any expression of choice by the 
persons affected . . as he thinks 
necessary.’’ Obviously, if no choice is 
made the Registration Officer’s duty 
must be performed and the person be 
“marked’’ as the circumstances justify. 

But the Statutory Rules and Orders 
framed under the Act make the matter 


still further clear. Rule 3 of these 
Orders says in so many words what 
must be done if no choice is made. This 
rule reads as follows :— 

“Where the registration officer 
makes any correction in the electors 
lists by way of the removal of a dupli- 
cate entry or the placing of any mark 
against the name of a person, he shall 
send to the person affected a notice 
in the form set out or referred to 
under heading VIII. in Schedules I., 
Il., and III. to this Order (‘Form of 
notice as to the correction of electors 
lists by the removal of duplicate 
entries or placing of marks’’), or in a 
form to the like effect, and unless 
within five clear days from the date 
of the notice he receives from the 
person affected an expression of 
choice as to the entry, or an objection 
to the placing of any mark, he may 
deal with the entry or mark in the 
manner specified in the notice.’’» 

“Where a person is qualified for 
registration as a parliamentary elec- 
tor in respect of more than one quali- 
fication and any entry in respect of 
him has been removed as a duplicate, 
the registration officer shall not be 
required to include in subsequent elec- 
tors lists any entry which has beea 
so removed if the elector remains 
qualified for registration as a parlia- 
mentary elector in respect of the 
qualification for which he is so regis- 
tered in the register in force.”’ 
Having then explained the right and 

power to place markings against the 
names of any qualfied person it should 
be clearly understood that the very 
essence of the registration rules regard- 
ing duplicates is that a person is only 
‘duly registered’? in so far as the marks 
in the register against his name permit 
him to vote. 

So then we see clearly that the voter 
complained of voted in defiance of a 
mark which in effect disqualified him 
from voting. He may have been quali- 
fied elsewhere, in which case he voted 
at the wrong station. The latest case 
decided on this point is that of the Old- 
ham petition where a vote was given at 
the wrong polling station. The vote 
was ordered to be struck out on the 
hearing of the petition on the ground 
that though the Presiding Officer should 
have refused the vote and directed the 
voter to go to the proper station yet it 
was the fault off the voter as well as the 
Presiding Officer. 


THE LABOUR ORGANISER 


The machine illustrated above 


6c ”» 


is Ellams ‘‘K’’ model Rotary, 
which from one original, either 
hand or typewritten, will pro- 
duce thousands of copies at 
the rate of roo per minute, by 
simply turning a handle. The 
feeding of the paper, printing, 
stacking, and even counting, 
is done entirely automatically. 


Each copy is an exact fac- 
simile of the original. It is 


specially designed so as to be 
sufficiently simple in operation 
to enable any junior member 
of the Office staff to use it 
without previous experience. 
The price of this machine, 
complete with. all accessories, 
ready for immediate use, is 
guineas, 


22 
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The above apparatus is Ellams 
Diaphragm Duplicator, a very 
much simpler model, differ- 
ently arranged. The rate of 
production of copies, however, 
is slower, namely, about 15 
copies per minute. This ap- 
paratus is advocated where 


runs of anything up to 100 
copies are required. It may 


be used for a greater number 
of copies, but where over roo 
copies are frequently called for 
the Rotary model is recom- 
mended. The price of the 
Diaphragm model is £6 ros., 
at which figure no organisa- 
tion, however small, can afford 
to be without one. Both 


models will print any size up 


to 8” x 


A 
19°. 


DUPLICATOR 
COMPANY LIMITED 


12, KING STREET, CHEAPSIDE 
LONDON, E.C.2 


| 
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IS A LABOUR MAJORITY 
POSSIBLE? 

We have received the following 
‘interesting, and in parts perhaps conten- 
tious article, from a valued reader in 
Cairo who writes that he hardly expects 
the Editor to agree with him entirely 
‘but he believes ‘‘it represents what it 
passing through the minds of many of 
‘the rank and file, or at any rate of 
_those who view the battle from afar, 
uninfluenced by purely local prejudices 
or whims of local leaders.’? Our 
correspondent goes on to say :— 

“Tt is, however, a matter of deep 
concern to those whose hearts are in 
the cause, if through local mistakes 


- .and jealousies, possible success is turned 


into defeat, and that some who could 
help financially and otherwise are not 
pulling their weight, and that others 
are obscuring the real issues with 
whims and fancies of their own. But 
far be it from me to offer criticism of 
which their seems to be an adequate 
flow. 

“*All I seek to do is to offer helpful 
and if possible stimulating suggestions 
from one whose heart is in the move- 
ment and whose sympathy is with 
every member and adherent of the 
party who is trying to help the cause 
along. What splendid team work 
there is in the movement. What for- 
getfulness! What self-sacrifice!! Can 
we stimulate others to emulate the 
heroes and heroines who bear the heat 
and the burden of the day?”’ 

* * *% 


Twelve months ago most _ people 
would have answered, without the 
‘slightest hesitation in the affirmative, 
but there are signs and portents that 
organisers and followers must count 
less on the natural swing of the pen- 
-dulum and rely even more than usual 
on skill and energy. 

In view of the inevitability of a 
General Election in the near future all 
Divisional Labour Parties should take 
stock of their resources both in men 
and money. To clear the last-named 
out of the way first, it is time to begin 


to put aside the shekels ready for the 


“conflict and not leave this until the last 


momerit, when an undignified struggle 
to rake together the necessary deposit 
is a damper to the enthusiasm. of the 
ardent worker and discourages the 
wobblers (who will work ding-dong if 


s<there appears to be a chance of pulling 


it off). These ardent workers are the 
backbone of the focal party and should 
be considered NOW. 

A Sale of Work, a Pyramid Tea, a 
Mile of Pennies, or a Chocolate Club 
have been found to be successful 
methods in some constituencies and 
where there is no one able to contribute 
largely to the fighting fund nor an 
organisation able to subsidise the 
party (that is interested) in the 
division, one of these might be tried. 
In other places a Gold and Silver Tree 
is not despised as a means of raising 
money. 

During the summer the local ex- 
Liberal could be approached with a 
view to lending his garden or grounds 
for a Garden Party; or why not try 
the wavering Liberal in the Division? 
This could be made a rally with an ex- 
Liberal Labour leader. Headquarters 
could be asked to make a list of these, 
not necessarily Members of Parliament, 
for this purpose. 

The possible ways of raising money 
are various and numerous and it is 
time that every Local Party, not yet 
prepared on the financial side, spent 
time and consideration on devising ways 
and means of getting the fighting fund 
together, whether they are yet provided 
with a candidate or not. A word of 
caution is necessary. Do not let the 
Jeremiah deter the rest from action. 
There is a pessimist in every party, 
but take care that the arch optimist is 
present too. If he is not on the com- 
mittee, look round for him and get him 
there quickly, for optimism is just as 
infectious as pessimism. 

Then to’ win a majority at the 
General Election, the few wealthy men 
in our ranks must be prepared to make 
sacrifices commensurate with the 
heroic sacrifices made by those mem- , 
bers of the Party who have no wealth. 
No doubt this is being already done by 
some. A motor-van for each county, 
fully equipped, would launch a 
tremendously fruitful campaign. This 
is a big thing taken in bulk costing 
many thousands of pounds, but there 
are supporters who could present one 
fully-equipped van each to the county 
in which they are interested and thus 
relieve the funds of the National Party, 
or Committee. Then there are rural 
divisions quite unable to engage a full 
time agent, even where this is going to 
make all the difference between success 
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and just missing success. Have we not 
a hundred supporters each able to 
guarantee the salary and expenses of 
one such agent, and who love the cause 
sufficiently to make the sacrifice ? 


With agents in 100 really backward 
rural constituencies, transport, litera- 
ture for the house-to-house work, and 
the right candidates, i.e., candidates 
who look like winners, and _ the 
electorate will flock to our standard. 

From a study of ‘‘Labour’s Who's 
Who” and the Labour daily and weekly 
Press there would appear to be many 
possible candidates whose names, 
ability and record would make them 
admirable candidates, and give them 
4.tremendous pull on electors with no 
very definite party allegiance, so often 
the determining factor at the poll. 

Local parties in backward areas 
would do well to take this large float- 
ing vote into account, for some of these 
' divisions can only just be won, with a 
candidate whose name or personality 
will make a strong appeal to the 
imagination. I have looked in vain 
through the list of candidates already 
selected for some of these names. . 
For years I have read all there is to 
read on the Labour side and am in 
touch with some candidates and some 
constituencies although, through force 
of circumstances far from the scene of 
conflict my impressions may not be 
entirely valueless. They are entirely 
_ unofficial. The CAUSE comes first 
and the desired objective reduces aii 
other considerations to their just pro- 
portions. Is it not time to review the 
situation for time presses ? 

Do not let us be sidetracked by the 
wiles of the enemy, nor by personal 
inclinations or prejudices. Let us stick 
to. the official programme. Where no 
candidate has been so far selected let 
care be exercised that the selection 
made is a possible WINNER as well 
as a faithful propagandist, for NAMES 
TO WIN WITH appeal to the hesitat- 
ing Liberal and the ex-Tory, where 
local members of the party might at- 
tract but few outside their own circle. 

Then there are the religous prede- 
lictions to remember, but not unduly. 
However, these do affect results, then 
why not take them into consideration ? 
For example there are constituencies 
where a political meeting on Sunday is 
enough to damn the chances of any 
candidate. Whatever one’s views on 


the subject may be, the obvious thing. 
is to avoid Sunday meetings in that 
district. 

I am convinced that any candidate 
carefully selected, with all these factors 
taken into account, if he will visit the 
homes of the people and not be above 
door-to-door work and START NOW 
AND KEEP IT UP until he has. 
covered the whole constituency is well 
in training as a. WINNER, but let me 
repeat he must BEGIN AT ONCE and 
not wait for the election contest. 

My space has gone, or I meant to 
say something about canvassing. How- 
ever, the candidate who aims to can- 
vass every house himself will find his 
workers willing to spend all their spare 
time on doorsteps and his stock will 
rise as the days pass. He will have a 
card index of every elector and keep it 
up to date, and he or his agent will 
always have his duplicate set in circu- 
lation counting up the monthly gains 
and adding to the prospective Labour 
poll. It is worth doing in the most 
backward area NOW. It will soon be 
too late. This is the way to make a 
Labour majority not only a possibility 
but a certainty.”’ 
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help you / 


We can help you. Give us 
thechance to proveto you 
that for good printing, at 
reasonable prices and with 
quick despatch, Labour 
can hold its own in trade 
as well as in politics. Send 
us your enquities. 
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